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: +- Harold Stephens

A long standing witer and novesst ihang
in Thailand, Harold has written more

e o o s s | FOOTBALLER JOLTS TEMPLE

mora things than most of the great
Eurppaan exploners. A cng-time Guinness D BT e mm
Book recond holdér for The longest over- footballer now has a place as a deity in Banglok's Wat Pariwas,
tand joumey on th pianet, he sums up courtesy of sculplor Thongruang Haemhood, & serious fan. The 03
- —— meter statue of the Manchester United mid-fisider s now one of 100
his o¥f-r0ad travels across the heights of “c
Koh Samui, Thatand N e
placed at the foot of the temple’s
main Buddha image. Religious
cificlals are divided, but many
soe it as blasphemous
"It is not suitable to create
divergant siyles of Buddha
images because it is the most
sacred thing for Thals and it's the national refigion.” saic! one.
Mearwhibe, pending an official inspection, Beciham's image, covered
in gold leaf and depicting him béfore his serious - and sxpensive -
Beck and Sides halrcut, is theme io sty

Jim Goodman

‘Akha Jim' has lived in Chiangmai,
Thailand since 1988 and regularly
explores the region, particularly Yunnan,
China, He is the author of Maat the Akhas,
Tha Akhg - Guardians of the Forest and
Chédren of the Jade Dragon, on'Yunnan's
Naxi and Y1 mincrites. This issue he taks
abolut foggy Sapa, a Vietnam resart town

exersma s GIFTS TO ENEMIES

Anthony Paul Here's your chanice o take home a reminder of Thailand's prehistoric
Austraka-based writer and edilor Anthony past. Khun Boonman's on New Road has petrified dinosaur droppings
has been contnbuting to Asia-Pacific and on sale at just under 20US cents a gram.

Morth Amarican magazines for the past Verified genuine by the Thai government and several eminent scientists
30 years. He currently covers the Aslan | o o une i from the

rogion for Fortuné magazing. In Asiaphie, Utrecht La tory
he recounts the early 70's in Laos’ capizal
city, Vientiane, and its sights today.

of Palasobolany
hangs close by)
these 65 to 190
million-year-cld
dung balls come
from Mukdahan,
Thalland. It Is hero
that Khun Boonman
found his first
prehistoric “item™

Gordon Sharpless

In Bangkok since 1897, Amencan-bam
freelance wrter Gordon regularty shirs
his day job to axplore the region,
preferably on two wheets o four legs. In
this issua he explones ona of Cambodia's

newly opened niin sites, Bang Mefia. o back in 1980. To this day, local
8} a4 viliagers collect them and sell them
=3 o= to Boonman who then passes on the
Tom Cockrem joy ta you from his shop.
Adrstralian phota journalst Tom specialses Suffice to say, collectors of these
in traved with his work appearning in vanous ancient treasures say that they have

in-fight and tranel magazines Swvoughout not been discovered near fossiised
Asia, the UK and South Africa as wel as

the South China Moming Post and the
Sngapore Siats Times In this ssua ha

eggs or bones, which has led
scientists to believe that even
dinosaurs liked bo keep a Sy home.
ikes abreak atunnan StanelerSESpie. | comnletely odouriess. by far She best value are those from herbivores
the aity of Dak 23 they left ighter lefiovers Sam S camivore brothers.
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