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The Meteorite Collector

sonman Pocrvathiro is 8 man not satsfied with gazng at far-

aweay stars, He wanis to have them close 2t hand, een il &l he
€an gather arg the remeants of once tamking sars,

Boonman, 4 ety shop owner, 5 2 mewonte colector, And
i b5 catinitely nota mooest ona. His colecton of these outchthis-
world 15 15530 1o be the largest in the world. The kaawiedge of,
anc Qxpenancs with, meteontes, which Soonman has accumuated
for decades, make him & muchrsought-alter excart, consulied by
such orgarizatons as tha National Resesrch Coundl, the
Usreersiy of Caffornia and even NASA

Boonman, dubbed ‘the moon man’ by his Tallow
mateante fancers, zaud that he became interasted n
metecritas over twenty years ago. | woked a1 the Tha
embassy in Britan at the tme. Cpposite my workplaca
was tha Natural Hstory Museumn, which | visited quite often. |
found thasa rocks on Gsplay there quite enchantng. ™ Bocaman said,

Boorman's matadsite 'antasy was brought closer to reaity
when ha came beck 10 Thadand Ha fatherandaw, who worked on
gem cutting in Kancharaburi, had glenty of meteortes in reserva,
wiich were used by his staff 1o practica cuting rocks before maoving
U %0 real pemsiones,

"Peopla in Kanchanzbun cal these meteantes 'Knod Fluak'
oecause they ate often found in termite his. They also have a
rough, pofous surface, making them lock as if grawed on by ter
mires,” Boorman expls nad

Metoortes are given dfferent names in dfferent localities. In
Isan they ara refered to a5 Kaew Dta Kwai (Buffaio's Syl or Khoo
Phra Jan. The Chinase cat' them Lai Kong Mo, meaning the axe of a
nythical giant.

Fascinated by thesa stongs, Boohman had 56t up & team

to search for more samoles and gathered from diffarent
réparts anc theoties where on eanh theso matecnies
would 31, He scanned these areas which included Ubon
Ratchathani ard Kanchanabun in Thadand,

Boonman also purchases meteorres from vilagars whe
spot thom and exchanges his rocks with owher collectors,
mast of them forgigners. The search for meteontes is rot a

dificut task for semecne with axpenience, Boonman sad,
‘Formerly, it was much easior To spot one, You hava to be
caratul, though. These things are not crystal cieal, Thay ans oo
ered in mud and look just Fke earth. The tast way i5 10 a5« local
villagers to keeo an eye out for therm. Somatimas, thay are
uncarthad when viagess plow ter lands®

Boonman aaded that meteones, kocally rarely known 10 years
2g0. 2o harder 10 fnd naw dud 10 their mc'easing popuianty and
profratety.

Boonman nrmsall makes a profit from the metecnie rade
Meteontes that are cut and polishea are known as Ulakamanae.
“Some pecple beleve that matoontas have magical propertes and
work ke a charm. They are supposad 10 prevent acodents and ome
away poverty anc bad luck from thar cwner. The ARarignas in
Ausirala belisve that the rocks can bring rain,™ Boonman sad.

From ignored racks, formerty sold for 5 or 10 baht per ki,
mateorites now felch o ta 100 baht per stone. Ulakamanoa are
priced much higher,

Boonman kas both the word's largest and smaest meteontes
m his coflecton. Ha named the two largest ones, weighng 24.1 clo-
grams, tha Thadand Twins, On e other end of the scale, the smal-
&3t vegighs only 0.0005 gram

For Bocoman, mateciies ato much mora than ‘ame of money,
Embodied in them ars iove and persaverance. “They are my prica. |
Teal sverwhelmed everytme | sea o touch hose rocas. They make
ma hapey,” Boonmensad. &



